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fanatical scruples of Mary herself, perhaps of Pole also. If, however, the cardinal's conscience would not let him marry the queen, his influence was certainly used to prevent her finding any other husband. It was the jealousy of the ambitious cleric, not of the disappointed lover, which spoke.
Popular feeling and national interests had now begun to influence the arrangements of sovereigns and statesmen. The middle classes anticipated advantage to their trade with the Netherlands from their sovereign's taking a Spanish husband. That appeal to material interest did much to overcome the instinctive aversion of the Protestant mind to a Roman Catholic consort. By independence of her professional diplomatists Mary thought she would best consult the material welfare of her subjects. At this time, however, France swarmed with English refugees. Hence the risk of international complications. At last, after the diplomatists had done their work, the price paid for the friendly understanding with Spain was the war with France, which lost Calais to England and brought on the fatal failure of the English queen's health.
During the reign of Elizabeth the task set itself by English diplomacy was the now familiar and periodically recurrent playing off of France against Spain. All international affairs were now in the hands of the queen's greatest minister, Cecil, afterwards Lord Burleigh. The object of Burleigh's diplomacy never varied; it was always so to divide the Continental Powers among themselves that England could stand alone. On details from time to time the queen and her minister may have differed. On central principles
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